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RHN25 – Vulcanised Fibre 
 

Due to the excellent characteristics and properties of vulcanised fibre it has historically made it such 
a popular and versatile material choice in a multitude of industrial sectors. The process of making 
vulcanised fibre is complex and briefly involves the saturation of cotton paper with zinc chloride. The 
zinc chloride enables the cellulose structure of the cotton to swell and once pressed together begins 
to form a bond. The zinc chloride is then slowly leached out of the material on steam drums to leave 
the finished product with 5 to 6 percent moisture content. This is then pressed to form flat sheet. 
The final product is a homogeneous piece and nearly a 100 percent cellulose mass, free from any 
matter. Please note that the thickest vulcanised fibre sheet, washer or gasket we can offer is up to 
3mm. We cannot produce anything over this thickness. 
 
Please do not confuse vulcanised fibre sheeting with fibreboard sheeting as they are not the same 
product. Fibreboard is a type of engineered wood product that is made of wood fibres. 
 
 

Property Result 

Humidity Content 6-8% 

Water Absorption – 30 Minutes 23% 

- 60 Minutes 31% 

- 24 Hours 55% 

Density 1.3 

Resistance to heat 100oC 

Resistance to Traction – Longitudinal 10Kg/mm2 

- Across 7Kg/mm2 

Elongation at Rupture – Longitudinal 9% 

- Across 12% 

Coefficient of Maximum – Longitudinal 1.1% 

- Perpendicular 3.7% 

Bonding Strength between Layers 87N/cm2 

Hardness Shore D 78 

Dielectric Strength 12kV/mm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


